
Abolish the Rac ist Death Pen alty!

La bor: Fight to Free Mumia!

22 April—Mumia Abu-Jamal, for mer Black Pan ther and
rad i cal jour nal ist, has been on death row in Penn syl va nia
for 17 years—framed for an act he did not com mit by a vi -
cious and rac ist sys tem that aims to si lence an el o quent
critic. Mumia, whose pas sion ate ar gu ments on be half of the 
op pressed have earned him a well-deserved rep u ta tion as
“the Voice of the Voice less,” is un doubt edly the best
known death-row in mate in the U.S. to day. 

On Mumia’s birth day, April 24th, hun dreds of thou -
sands of peo ple around the world will be mo bi liz ing in his
de fense. Many will par tic i pate be cause they know that an
in jury to one is an in jury to all. Workers, mi nor i ties and all
the op pressed share a com mon in ter est in de fend ing those
who are at tacked for dar ing to speak out against op pres -
sion. Mil lions are fol low ing Mumia’s case, es pe cially on the 
West Coast of the U.S., where it is re ceiv ing con sid er able
main stream me dia at ten tion. In a cru cially im por tant de vel -
op ment, un ion mil i tants have ini ti ated sev eral la bor ac -
tions to pro mote his cause.

Sat ur day is nor mally a day in which a lot of cargo is
moved on the docks on the West Coast, but not this week.
The In ter na tional Long shore and Ware house Un ion
(ILWU) has de clared a “stop-work” in sol i dar ity with
Mumia for the day shift on Sat ur day 24 April in ev ery port
from San Diego to Bellingham (north of Se at tle). This de ci -
sion was made by del e gates to a 26 March con ven tion of the
ILWU’s long shore di vi sion. The con ven tion also voted to
ask ILWU mem bers to join the dem on stra tion for Mumia in
San Fran cisco on that day. This ac tion by a sig nif i cant sec tor 
of the U.S. work ing class adds im mensely to the im pact of
the 24 April dem on stra tions. 

In Jan u ary, mem bers of a teach ers’ un ion in Oak land,
Cal i for nia (the Oak land Ed u ca tion As so ci a tion—OEA) de -
fied op po si tion from the cap i tal ist me dia, the cops, the
mayor, school ad min is tra tors and their own un ion pres i -
dent, to hold a teach-in on Mumia’s case in their class -
rooms. The event, which was widely pub li cized in the lo cal
me dia, proved to be hugely pop u lar among Oak land’s
predom i nantly black pop u la tion, and, as a re sult, the OEA 
bu reau crats and school ad min is tra tors did not at tempt any
re pri sals.

Bra zil ian teach ers in the state of Rio de Ja neiro have de -
clared one hour stop-work meet ings on 23 April to “re late
Mumia Abu-Jamal’s sit u a tion with the need for an on go ing
strug gle against rac ism in all its forms around the world.”
Many in ter na tional la bor fed er a tions (in clud ing in Brazil,
France, It aly, New Zea land and South Af rica) have also
joined the cam paign for Mumia’s free dom. 

For his part, Mumia is on re cord in sup port of a va ri ety
of la bor strug gles. In 1998 he en dorsed the ILWU’s cam -
paign against a le gal at tack by the em ploy ers for an ear lier
dem on stra tion of sol i dar ity with strik ing dock ers in Liv er -
pool, Eng land. More re cently, Mumia re fused a re quest for
an in ter view by ABC-TV’s pop u lar 20/20 pro gram be cause
he sup ported locked-out cam era op er a tors and tech ni -
cians, and did not want to speak with strike break ers. In an
in ter view with the ILWU’s Dis patcher, Mumia ex plained:

“I had to ask my self, ‘Would I cross a picket line if I were
liv ing in quasi-freedom, and walk ing to the stu dio?’ The
an swer was an ir re vo ca ble, ‘no.’ How could I do less, even 
un der these cir cum stances? I felt an in tense af fin ity for the 
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peo ple of NABET, and felt it was an im por tant op por tu -
nity to ex press and dra ma tize my sol i dar ity with them.”

Sin is ter Cop Prov o ca tions
The strug gle for Mumia’s free dom is gain ing mo men -

tum, but it is also fac ing mount ing op po si tion, par tic u larly
in Phil a del phia. On 13 April, or ga niz ers of the planned
“Mil lions for Mumia” dem on stra tion in Phil a del phia re -
ported that they had learned Mayor Ed Rendell and the
Phil a del phia Po lice De part ment were plan ning to in ter fere
with the 24 April dem on stra tion. The city au thor i ties have
ap par ently de creed that only a “cer e mo nial pa rade” of
some 500 peo ple will be per mit ted to march from the site of
the mass rally in front of city hall. At the same time, it was
re vealed that on the night be fore the mass dem on stra tion,
sev eral ma jor ar ter ies would be blocked off in the city to
fa cil i tate a po lice “me mo rial din ner” for Dan iel Faulk ner,
the cop whose death was pinned on Mumia.

Or ga nizers of the “Mil lions for Mumia” dem on stra tion
de nounced these prov o ca tions and vowed to go ahead
with the march, with or with out, of fi cial au tho ri za tion.
Pam Af rica, of “In ter na tional Con cerned Fam ily & Friends
of Mumia Abu-Jamal,” con demned this de ci sion:

“This rac ist city ad min is tra tion is forc ing hun dreds of
thou sands of peo ple to come here to save the life of an in -
no cent man....We are not com ing on va ca tion. They have
forced us to make this stand.
“Our voices will be heard, I am con fi dent that peo ple will
come in even larger num bers when word of this out rage
spreads. We have al ready set a pre ce dent. Thou sands of
Mumia’s sup port ers have marched count less times to the
site we pro posed.”

The dem on stra tions in San Fran cisco, Phil a del phia and
other cit ies in ter na tion ally build on the wave of ac tions
which oc curred in 1995 when Penn syl va nia Gov er nor Tom
Ridge ini tially signed a death war rant for Mumia, slat ing
him for ex e cu tion on 17 Au gust. The mas sive in ter na tional
out cry this pro duced forced the state of Penn syl va nia to
sus pend the ex e cu tion, only ten days be fore the sched uled
date.

Mumia is once again threat ened with im mi nent ex e cu -
tion. He will soon file an ap pli ca tion with the U.S. Su preme
Court as sert ing that he did not have a fair trial. If this is not
ac cepted, Mumia must re sort to the Phil a del phia fed eral
dis trict court, which will de cide whether or not it wishes to
hear new ev i dence in the case. The ap peals pro cess is al -
most ex hausted and Tom Ridge, who re mains gov er nor, is
as ea ger as ever to sign the death war rant.

Who is Mumia Abu-Jamal, and
Why Does the Rul ing Class Hate Him?

Born Wes ley Cook in Phil a del phia on 24 April 1954,
Mumia be came po lit i cally ac tive in his early teens. At 15, he 
helped to found the Phil a del phia chap ter of the Black Pan -
ther Party. Af ter the Pan thers col lapsed, Mumia be gan
work as a ra dio jour nal ist,  fo cus ing on “his tory from be low,”
and ed i to ri al iz ing against the in jus tices of cap i tal ism. He
was an out spo ken op po nent of po lice bru tal ity and de -
fended the Phil a del phia-based, Rasta-inspired MOVE col -
lec tive against a con tin u ing cam paign of po lice ha rass -
ment. (This cam paign reached its pin na cle in 1985 when
Philly cops and fed eral po lice agents in cin er ated the MOVE 
com pound, mur der ing 11 peo ple.)

A lit tle be fore 4 a.m. on 9 De cem ber 1981, Mumia, who

was moon light ing as a cab driver, wit nessed a po lice of fi cer 
as sault ing his brother. He stopped his cab and rushed over.
The events that fol lowed re main some what con fused,
largely due to the state’s tam per ing with ev i dence and co -
erc ing wit nesses. What is clear is that po lice of fi cer Dan iel
Faulk ner was shot dead and Mumia was crit i cally
wounded by a bul let from Faulk ner’s gun which pen e -
trated his liver and lodged against his spine.

The pro ce dures un der taken by the cops and courts from
this point on were clearly aimed at con vict ing Mumia, re -
gard less of the ev i dence. The po lice failed to per form stan -
dard on-scene bal lis tic tests to de ter mine if Mumia’s li censed
hand gun had even been fired. Other sus pects picked up in
the vi cin ity on the night of the shoot ing were forced to un -
dergo test ing for gun shot res i due on their hands. Mumia
was not. The med i cal ex am iner judged the fa tal bul let to be
.44 cal i ber. Mumia’s pis tol was a .38. One of the two bul let
shards ex tracted from the po lice man’s corpse has been
“mis placed” by the state. Nu mer ous wit nesses who ini -
tially tes ti fied for the pros e cu tion have since re canted and
al lege that they were pres sured by the po lice into fin ger ing
Mumia in the first place.

It is abun dantly clear that Mumia did not re ceive a fair
trial, even by the stan dards of the rac ist jus tice sys tem. It is
also clear from the ev i dence and the tes ti mony of the wit -
nesses that Mumia is the vic tim of a po lice frame-up. Wit -
nesses who could have proved his in no cence were not
called and ev i dence that could have ex on er ated him was
sup pressed. His law yer (an in com pe tent pub lic de fender
who was sub se quently dis barred) did not in ter view a sin -
gle wit ness in prep a ra tion for the trial. The de fense had no
funds to hire ei ther a pa thol o gist or a bal lis tics ex pert. Black 
ju rors were sys tem at i cally re moved from the jury, and a
bo gus “con fes sion” was in tro duced. 

The pros e cu tor at the orig i nal trial, Jo seph McGill, also
com mit ted two gross pro ce dural vi o la tions of Mumia’s
rights by cit ing his mem ber ship in the Black Pan ther Party
as “ev i dence” of his guilt and sec ondly by ar gu ing in his
sum ma tion that the jury should not hes i tate to sen tence
Mumia to death be cause death-row in mates were not (at
that time) be ing ex e cuted in Penn syl va nia. Ron Castille, the 
dis trict at tor ney who op posed Mumia in his first ap peal,
now sits on the State Su preme Court, which re cently (Oc to -
ber 1998) re fused to hear a new ap peal.

The judge in the 1982 trial, Al bert Sabo, a life-time sup -
porter of the Fra ter nal Or der of Po lice, also con ducted
Mumia’s 1995 post-conviction re lief hear ings. Known as a
hang ing judge, Sabo had a rep u ta tion for hand ing down
more death sen tences than any other judge in the U.S. All
but two of the peo ple Sabo sen tenced to death were mem -
bers of vis i ble mi nor i ties. Sabo con ducted him self in a prej -
u di cial man ner to ward the de fen dant and his coun sel
through out the pro ceed ings.

Cap i tal ism and Rac ism

The vin dic tive per se cu tion of Mumia Abu-Jamal rests
on two cor ner stones of the Amer i can free en ter prise sys -
tem—ra cial op pres sion and po lit i cal re pres sion. Rac ism, a
struc tural com po nent of cap i tal ism, is, in the U.S., a leg acy
of slav ery. Amer i can blacks have his tor i cally been ag gre -
gated into the low est paid and dirt i est jobs, and ghettoized
into a “re serve army.” The super-exploitation of blacks has
tended to de press all wages and white-supremacist ide ol -
ogy has also im peded the de vel op ment of class-
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consciousness among the white work ing-class:
“When Amer i can cap i tal ism hit full stride af ter the Civil
War, it had a ready-made la bor re serve army in the multi-
millioned black pop u la tion, al ready branded from birth
due to the ide ol ogy of ra cial in fe ri or ity handed down
from slav ery. Thus the spe cific fea tures of Amer i can his -
tory com bined with the gen eral needs of cap i tal ist de vel -
op ment to cre ate a black color-caste, forc ibly seg re gated
at the bot tom of so ci ety.”

—"Black Lib er a tion & the Class Strug gle,"
     1917 No.8, 1990

The institutionalization of rac ism in Amer i can so ci ety is
most glar ing within the ju di cial sys tem. Prisons have be -
come a growth in dus try in the U.S. with over 1.5 mil lion
peo ple, dis pro por tion ately black and poor, in car cer ated.
At the pin na cle of the U.S. crim i nal jus tice sys tem rests the
death pen alty, the vic tims of which are also dis pro por tion -
ately black. Re cent court rul ings un der cut ting tra di tional
ha beas cor pus rights have sped up the ma chin ery of death.

Po lit i cal Re pres sion in Amer ica:
from Hay market to Mumia

Mumia Abu-Jamal is a vic tim of more than just ju di cial
rac ism. He was also tried and con demned for his po lit i cal
views. The U.S. rul ing class does not gen er ally flaunt the
po lit i cal na ture of its le gal sys tem, and fre quently charges
the rul ers of other coun tries with “hu man rights abuses”
when they re sort to the death pen alty to si lence po lit i cal op -
po nents. In gen eral Amer ica’s rul ers have found that bour -
geois de moc racy rep re sents the most ef fec tive and in ex -
pen sive form of gov ern ment. So long as the cap i tal ists do
not feel any se ri ous dan ger to their rule, they pre fer the
safety valve pro vided by bour geois electoralism. The ex is -
tence of dem o cratic rights also helps main tain the il lu sion
of rule by con sent.

But the wealthy and pow er ful U.S. bour geoi sie has also
pe ri od i cally re sorted to per se cut ing in di vid ual re bels in
high-profile po lit i cal tri als. This re cord stretches from the
Hay market mar tyrs hanged in 1887 for lead ing the fight for
an eight-hour day; to Sacco and Vanzetti, two an ar chist im -
mi grants sent to the elec tric chair in 1927 for a dou ble mur -
der they did not com mit; to the ju di cial mur der in 1953 of
Jul ius and Ethel Rosenberg at the height of the McCarthyite
witchhunt.

Even in wealthy im pe ri al ist coun tries which do not have 
cap i tal pun ish ment, the state of ten wields the power of life
and death. Fa tal ities in cus tody, in clud ing sui cide, are com -
mon place, as is death re sult ing from “ac ci den tal” shoot -
ings or beat ings by po lice. Cops are on the front lines of the
cap i tal ist state. Their pri mary role is to de fend pri vate
prop erty and its own ers which, un der bour geois de moc -
racy, some times means sup press ing those deemed to be an
ideo log i cal dan ger to the sta tus quo.

To strug gle for so cial jus tice, work ing peo ple and the op -
pressed must rec og nize their en e mies. Mumia Abu-Jamal
has in spired tens of thou sands of young mil i tants with his
cou ra geous re sis tance to his op pres sors as he con tin ues to
strug gle, “live from death row.” His case ex em pli fies the
link be tween the re al ity of rac ist op pres sion and the re pres -
sive func tions of the state.

IBT Ac tive in Mumia’s De fense

The In ter na tional Bolshevik Ten dency (IBT) is one of a
large num ber of or ga ni za tions which have joined the bat tle

to free Mumia. Where our mod est re sources have per mit -
ted, we have sought to par tic i pate in build ing united-front
ac tions to broaden sup port for Mumia’s free dom and to
draw new lay ers into the strug gle. Within the frame work of 
joint ac tion, we con tinue to ar gue for our own views of the
les sons to be learned and the nec es sary po lit i cal tasks.

In To ronto, IBT mem bers joined with a va ri ety of other
left ist group ings in or ga niz ing a dem on stra tion in Mumia’s 
de fense on 14 No vem ber 1998, af ter Penn syl va nia’s Su -
preme Court turned down his ap peal for a new trial. Some
150 peo ple at tended the rally, or ga nized un der the slo gans
“Free Mumia Abu-Jamal! Down With the Rac ist Death
Pen alty!” Or ga ni za tions spon sor ing and speak ing at this
dem on stra tion, be sides the IBT, were Anti-Racist Ac tion,
Friends of MOVE, On tario Co ali tion Against Pov erty, So cial -
ist Ac tion and the Trotskyist League (TL—Ca na dian af fil i -
ate of the U.S. Spartacist League).

The same or ga ni za tions (with the ex cep tion of the TL,
which an nounced that it no lon ger in tended to par tic i pate
in build ing such events) have been joined by many more,
in clud ing the In ter na tional So cial ists, the Black Ac tion De -
fence Com mit tee, the New Dem o cratic Youth (youth group 
of Can ada’s mass so cial-democratic party) and sev eral un -
ions in build ing a dem on stra tion in To ronto on 24 April.

In Eng land, IBT com rades have played a cen tral role,
along with some an ar chist com rades and oth ers, in ini ti at -
ing and build ing the united-front co ali tion “Mumia Must
Live!” un der the slo gans of “Free Mumia Abu-Jamal! Abol -
ish the Rac ist Death Pen alty!” This co ali tion, es tab lished in
Lon don early in 1999, is pub li ciz ing Mumia’s cause across
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the coun try, leaf let ing at many po lit i cal events and build -
ing for a Sunday 25 April “Eve ning for Mumia” fea tur ing
speeches, com edy and mu sic to co in cide with the ac tions
in ter na tion ally. En dorsers of the cam paign in clude the Liv -
er pool dock ers, La bour left MP Jeremy Corbyn, George
Silcott (whose brother Winston was un justly im pris oned
by the rac ist po lice) and a va ri ety of left groups in clud ing
the Al li ance for Workers Lib erty, An ar chist Black Cross,
An ar chist Com mu nist Fed er a tion, Com mu nist Party of
Great Brit ain and So cial ist La bour Party (Hack ney branch).
The co ali tion has also re ceived sup port from branches and
shop stew ards within the pub lic-sector un ion UNI SON; the 
Rail, Mar i time and Trans port Un ion; and the Na tional Un -
ion of Jour nal ists (which made Mumia an hon or ary mem -
ber in 1995).

Our New Zea land com rades ini ti ated a “Com mit tee to
Free Mumia Abu-Jamal” in Wellington which in cludes left -
ists and an ar chists among oth ers. On Sat ur day, 28 No vem -
ber 1998, the Com mit tee held a rally un der the ban ner “Free 
Mumia Abu-Jamal!” to co in cide with Thanksgiving Day
ac tions in the U.S. The Wellington dem on stra tion, which
was sup ported by of fi cials of the Trade Un ion Fed er a tion,
drew al most 50 par tic i pants. The Com mit tee is or ga niz ing
a Mumia dem on stra tion to co in cide with the 24 April in ter -
na tional pro tests.

Our com rades in Al bany, New York have cir cu lated a
res o lu tion among lo cal trade union ists out lin ing Mumia’s
case and con clud ing:

“The La bor Move ment of the Hay market mar tyrs and the
Lud low Mas sa cre, of Joe Hill and Big Bill Haywood, of
Sacco and Vanzetti, and, more re cently, of PATCO, the
Decatur war zone, and the De troit News pa per strike/
lock out calls for the im me di ate re lease of Mumia Abu-
Jamal.”

This mo tion was en dorsed by the Al bany lo cal of the

Amer i can Postal Workers Un ion along with un ions rep re -
sent ing all grad u ate stu dent em ploy ees in New York state
and pro fes sors in Al bany.

The Power of La bor
In the San Fran cisco Bay Area, IBT com rades are in -

volved with the La bor Ac tion Com mit tee to Free Mumia
Abu-Jamal (LAC), which was es tab lished in Feb ru ary by
trade-union ac tiv ists from the ILWU and other un ions to
“ed u cate work ers and pro mote la bor ac tion” in the strug -
gle to free Mumia Abu-Jamal. Jack Heyman, a key ac tiv ist
in the LAC, is also on the ex ec u tive board of ILWU Lo cal 10
and it was he who ini tially put for ward the mo tion for the
stop-work ac tions on 24 April.

The ILWU’s pro test, as well as the ini tia tives taken by
teach ers un ions in Oak land and Rio de Ja neiro, rep re sent a
ma jor step for ward in the de fense of Mumia and the cam -
paign against the death pen alty. But they are also im por -
tant for the un ion move ment it self, which is hob bled by
bu reau cratic and con ser va tive lead er ships who of ten op -
pose ac tion for any thing but the short-term in ter ests of their 
own dues base. The rec og ni tion by some sec tions of the
long shore and teach ers’ un ions that their in ter ests are con -
nected to achiev ing jus tice for Mumia is a most wel come
de vel op ment.

The fight for Mumia’s free dom is of vi tal im por tance to
ev ery left ist, ev ery trade union ist and ev ery one else com -
mit ted to the strug gle for so cial jus tice. Mumia’s life can
only be saved through mass pro tests to ex pose the hid eous
frame-up be ing per pe trated by Phil a del phia’s cops and
courts. Ul ti mately the strug gle to up root the sys tem of rac -
ist in jus tice which Mumia’s case ex em pli fies re quires the
forg ing of a lead er ship in the la bor move ment com mit ted
to mo bi liz ing work ers and the op pressed to strug gle for the 
ex pro pri a tion of the expropriators. ■
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Mumia Awarded  John Brown Medal
The fol low ing re marks were made by Larry Law rence in
pre sent ing the John Brown So ci ety’s Gold Medal to Pam
Af rica on be half of Mumia Abu-Jamal in front of an over -
flow crowd of more than 1500  at the Town Hall  in New
York City on 26 Feb ru ary 1999.

We of the John Brown So ci ety thank the or ga niz ers for the
priv i lege of pay ing our re spects to night to the de ter mined and
cou ra geous Mumia Abu-Jamal.

Our Gold Medal goes only to those who have suf fered and
sac ri ficed greatly for the sa cred cause of jus tice for the poor. We
speak in the name of one of the 19th cen tury’s great est cham pi -
ons of the ex ploited slaves to honor those fight ers to day who
dem on strate the same great strength of char ac ter that took John 
Brown to Kan sas and Harper’s Ferry. John Brown raised high
the lamp of ra cial equal ity to light the path way of man kind.

We feel that rev o lu tion ary fight ers for so cial jus tice for the
poor are the most im por tant peo ple on the face of the earth, and
that they de serve all the love and re spect that we can pay them.

I also want to point out that we do not give our award to the
cap i tal ist pol i ti cians of the two ma jor par ties. Their ca reers are
about cor rupted self-seeking and they serve as in stru ments for
a bru tal U.S. mil i tary ma chine.

We are above all ro man tics and dream ers. Ar gu ment and
po lem ics have an im por tant place on the far left, but we also

need po etry and clas si cal el o quence as a part of our ef forts. We
can take the cause of so cial equal ity to a higher level by go ing
back to the 19th cen tury and learn ing from such fig ures as Wil -
liam Lloyd Gar ri son, Wendell Phil lips and Fred er ick
Douglass.

They were both fight ers and lyr i cal pub lic speak ers.
Wendell Phil lips taught us that: “None know what it is to live
till they re deem life from its seem ing mo not ony by lay ing it a
sac ri fice upon the al tar of some great cause.” Leon Trotsky, in a 
dif fer ent con text, spoke for rev o lu tion ary fight ers of our cen -
tury when he said in 1938, that our high est hap pi ness can be
achieved when we have, “the con scious ness that one par tic i -
pates in the build ing of a better fu ture, that one car ries on his
shoul ders a par ti cle of the fate of man kind....”

Mumia chal lenges each of us from his prison cell to stand on 
his broad shoul ders and look with him into the vast fu ture of
man kind. A fu ture of uni ver sal broth er hood and jus tice. We
must set him free so that he can re turn to us and help us in the
grand bat tle to make a better world for all work ing peo ple. May
the spirit of John Brown lighten his ter ri ble bur den in these dif -
fi cult hours.

I say to him now that he stands sol idly in the John Brown
tra di tion. It is one of the great est hon ors of my life to pres ent the 
Gold Medal of the John Brown So ci ety to Mumia Abu-Jamal.


